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Thematic meeting of the Children’s Rights Ombudspersons’ Network in South-East Europe – CRONSEE 
The Protection of the Rights of Children on the Move

October 17 2019, Tirana

Conclusions and Recommendations

South East Europe Children’s Rights Ombudspersons’ Network - CRONSEE is composed of 14 national and sub-national Ombudsman Institutions from the region, namely Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia and Kosovo*. The members of the network meet regularly at thematic meetings and conferences to share common challenges, experiences and good practices, learn from each other’s experiences, to harmonize their positions on specific child rights topics, to jointly address burning issues and identify mutual priorities. The conclusions become advocacy initiatives towards institutions responsible for child rights implementation in each of their respective countries, but also guidelines for cross-border cooperation and joint activities aiming to contribute to an overall improvement of the situation for children in the region.
In 2019, members of CRONSEE - representatives of Ombudsman offices from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Montenegro, Croatia, Kosovo*, North Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, Greece and Serbia – including the representative of the Ombudsman Institution of Province Vojvodina, met in Tirana, Albania to discuss on the topic of the protection of the rights of children on the move. 

The participants agreed on the following conclusions:
· The Children’s Rights Ombudsman remain committed to bilateral and multilateral cooperation. The Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will continue to strengthen cooperation and information exchange within CRONSEE network, including in regard to mixed migration flows and protection of children on the move. As a network of child rights champions in the region, CRONSEE will use its capacity to effectively advocate for protection of children on the move in their respective countries and in the region. 
· The Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will strive to contribute, in line with their mandate, to the establishment of coherent, durable and sustainable solutions for children on the move. The offices will intensify their joint advocacy efforts through CRONSEE and other professional networks (e.g. European Network of Ombudspersons for Children - ENOC) for budget relocations which are instrumental for long-lasting and efficient protection and support for children.
· The Children’s Rights Ombudsmen will continue to actively promote new policies, laws and practices related to children on the move by contributing to the public debate, evaluating and contributing to governmental and other policy proposals.
· The Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will strongly promote complete and full abolition of detention of children on the move and support child friendly and appropriate alternatives to detention for children as well as those claiming to be children until the age is determined
. 
· In line with their mandate, the Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will promote better mechanisms for the early and prompt identification of children and referrals at borders, aiming to ensure timely and immediate access to services including access to international protection.  The Children’s Rights Ombudsmen will continue monitoring the situation at the borders and inform the authorities and the public regarding cases of violation of the rights of children on the move, including the systematic denial of access to international protection.

· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will strengthen links with the organizations of civil society working to support children on the move by formalizing the cooperation, including for monitoring of child rights violations and establishing channels for reporting violations.

· The Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will continue to encourage governments to consult children on decisions that concern them, including by identifying models to best involve children on the move in local child advocacy and advisory groups. 

· The Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will continue to monitor access of children on the move to education move and advocate for their enrolment immediately after arrival. The offices shall also monitor, promote, advocate and intervene in the issues of psychosocial, educational, health, social and other support services for the inclusion of children on the move in education.

· The Children’s Rights Ombudsman offices will continue to monitor access of children on the move to health and social services and promote, advocate and intervene to secure that full, timely, relevant, appropriate and child friendly services are provided to the children immediately after border crossing.

· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will continue to conduct regular monitoring visits to accommodation and other centres and facilities, schools and other institutions, but also informal shelters and other informal locations where children on the move are located. They will timely assess the situation for children, with particular focus on the most vulnerable, out-of-sight children, and prepare comprehensive recommendations for service providers.
· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will, through their activities and participation in public discourse, engage in promoting compassion, inclusion and non-discrimination in receiving communities.
· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will encourage their respective Governments to strengthen bilateral and multilateral cooperation to address issues affecting children on the move, including by promoting dialogue, launching joint projects aiming to support children on the move, exchanging information about good practices to support children, and harmonizing legislation and standards. The Convention of the Rights of the Child and international children’s rights standards should provide framework for cooperation.
· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will call on their governments to closely monitor the application of the laws and protocols related to children on the move, and invest in harmonising the systems of support.
· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will recommend to their governments to facilitate processes in which roles and responsibilities of the national actors and service providers for children on the move are clearly defined, as well as to invest in improving coordination between these actors and building intersectoral, interdisciplinary and interinstitutional links. In order to provide holistic support to children, health and social services as well as access to education and international protection should be intertwined. 
· The Child Rights Ombudsman offices will recommend to their governments to continue to improve coordination between national and local institutions and build capacities of local service providers to respond to the needs of children on the move, including by providing continuous training for staff, allocating necessary budgets, engaging in regular consultations and monitoring. 
� The definition of children on the move is adopted by the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children, as follows: "Children on the move" covers all children who migrate from their country of origin to and within the territory of a European country in search of survival, security, improved standards of living, education, economic opportunities, protection from exploitation and abuse, family reunification, or a combination of these factors. They may travel with their family, or independently, or with non-family members. They may be seeking asylum, victims of trafficking, or undocumented migrants. The status of children on the move may differ at various stages on their journey and they may encounter many differing situations of vulnerability.” ENOC statement is available on � HYPERLINK "http://www.enoc.eu" �www.enoc.eu� 





� CRONSEE complies with position of ENOC that detention of children on the basis of their immigration status should be prohibited and never take place, as declared in a position paper “Ending detention of children for immigration purposes” adopted by the 23rd ENOC General Assembly on 27 September 2019; � HYPERLINK "http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/ENOC-statement-on-ending-child-immigration-detention-FV.pdf" �http://enoc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/ENOC-statement-on-ending-child-immigration-detention-FV.pdf�






